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A DRAKE REDHEAD in breed- : :
e b Wintering redheads swarm the

So much so, that I rate redheads decoys on the Texas GUIf CoaSt

equal to canvasbacks. With such a
bird in hand, one takes time to smooth the
feathers and fully appreciate the species.
In western Oregon, where I live, redheads
are uncommon. In 59 years of hunting the
region, I have only encountered about a
half-dozen. There are some in eastern
Oregon, as well as on the upper Columbia
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LONE STAR LAYOUT
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Makes any game great.

(and makes you a great cook)

www.wildgamesauce.com  978.394.8100 ﬁ
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River, mostly on the Washington side,
where redheads mix with bluebills an&
canvasbacks. In eastern Washington, ness
Idaho, I once hunted an impressive flock
of redheads.

1 had heard about the numbers of re=
heads wintering along the Texas Gulf
Coast. I wanted to see them for mysel&.
so I contacted Kris Kelley at Castawas
Lodge in Seadrift, Texas. He casually sass
that if we wanted to come down, he couls
certainly show us redheads.

And he sure did. Not hundreds as I has
guessed, but thousands — flocks that filles
the entire horizon.

Along with the waterfowl, we got close &
whooping cranes and had our first airboss
experience. I'll not soon forget the boat
ride. We traveled much faster than T likes
in the pre-dawn darkness, approaching
small islands at the same rate of speess
only to have Kelley cut the throttle a ta&
and power over those islands, small tre=s
and all.

The redhead and pintail hunting w&s
made much better as Marge and I wess
able to do it from layout boats rather thas
shore blinds. One of Kelley’s guides, a youss
fellow from Minnesota, had brought s
layouts down to try. I think Marge andl
were the first to shoot from them.

Diver shooting over decoys is a classs
hunt, and enjoying the experience from®
layout boat makes it even more so. Afew
ducks came over my head low enougs &
could have hit them with the gun barsst

Everything fell into place to make &%
memorable hunt. A part of that was &
old, worn gun I used: a W&C Scott
action 10 bore from the late 1880s. It 5
been chambered into a 3-inch, 12-gauss
This is the same gun I once droppes
into Swan Lake in Oregon and found &
two years later when the lake went dre
I replaced the barrels and stock, but &
action was fine.
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Be A Nomad

Decoy Solutions for the Mobile Waterfowler
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But perhaps one day that special bird will
home in on my decoy with cupped wings.
You never know.

“We have seen just about every species of

We had only one small disappointment
ducks down here, but never one of those!”

on the trip. For many years, I have thrown
st a special decoy when diver hunting. I~ he quipped.

“ve taken it with me on several diver trips 1 threw it out anyway. The species 1
~owside of Oregon. Kelley laughed when hoped to decoy with it didn’t come in,
! pulled it out. just like so many hunts over the years.

Delta Waterfow!  freld editor Worth Mathewson
and his wife, Marge, hail from Amity, Oregon.

waterfowl
1 the market
otographed by one of the world’s
top waterfow! photographers -
Fred Greenslade - these images
practically come to life.

e 13-months
e 915 x13in.

Call 1-888-987-3695 or order online at www.deltawaterfowl.org/calendar

DELTA WATERFOWL.

The Duck Hunters Organization™

HUNT ANNUAL 2015 | DELTAWATERFOWL.ORG 97




